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Bloomsbury are pleased to be collaborating in WeTeachDrama’s popular 
Shoebox Theatre competition with a brand new category for 2024:  
Outstanding Bloomsbury Lit in Colour Model Box.  

Bloomsbury’s partnership in the Lit in Colour campaign is supporting schools to 
make the teaching of plays more inclusive, and the range of plays studied greater. 

This new category will be awarded to the student’s model box and concept that 
the judges feel is the most creative and reflects some of the key themes arising 
from the new curriculum play texts, as below:  

Gone Too Far! by Bola Agbaje, page 3

The Free9 by In-Sook Chappell, page 4

Barber Shop Chronicles by Inua Ellams, page 5

A Doll’s House adapted by Tanika Gupta, page 6

The Empress by Tanika Gupta, page 7

The Convert by Danai Gurira, page 8

Elmina’s Kitchen by Kwame Kwei-Armah, page 9

Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah and adapted for the stage by Lemn Sissay, page 10

The Great Wave by Francis Turnly, page 11

Antigone adapted by Roy Williams, page 12

Prize Awarded 
Selection of 28 Methuen Drama play texts, taken from the 
Bloomsbury (Incomplete) Lit in Colour Play List

Explore these new set texts for English Literature and Drama from across 
all exam boards. For more play ideas, download your free copy of the 
(Incomplete) Lit in Colour Play List. 

You can request your free inspection copies of any of these play texts at 
bloomsbury.com

https://issuu.com/bloomsburypublishing/docs/litincolour_playlist_digital?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
http://www.bloomsbury.com


Gone Too Far! 
Bola Agbaje

Nigeria, England, America, Jamaica; are you proud of 
where you’re from? Dark-skinned, light-skinned, afro, 
weaves; who are your true brothers and sisters?

When two brothers from different continents go 
down the street to buy a pint of milk, they lift the lid 
on a disunited nation where everyone wants to be an 
individual but no one wants to stand out from the crowd.

Set on a London housing estate, this play depicts the 
experience of young multicultural Londoners and 
the issues of identity and culture that both unite and 
divide the characters. The play premiered at the Royal 
Court Theatre as part of its Young Writers Festival on 
2 February 2007, and was awarded the Laurence Olivier 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in an Affiliate 
Theatre, 2008.

This version is an abridged form of the play published as 
part of Methuen Drama’s Plays For Young People series.

 

ISBN: 9781350261037   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: Society, Cultural Difference, Identity, National 
Identity, Race, Violence, Youth
Content Warnings: Occasional Swearing
www.bloomsbury.com/gone-too-far-9781350261037

Also by Bola Agbaje: Belong, Not Black and White, 
Off the Endz

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama

Additional teaching resources available: 

Pearson Edexcel Gone Too Far Teaching Guide

Royal Court Theatre In Conversation with Bola Agbaje
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Prescribed Text Guide 
 
Gone Too Far!, Bola Agbaje 
 
Issue 1 

Gone Too Far! Production

Photos by Isha Shah for National Youth Theatre

Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour  |  3

www.bloomsbury.com/uk/gone-too-far-9781350261037
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/series/plays-for-young-people/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-Gone-Too-Far-guide-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-Gone-Too-Far-guide-issue-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQrZSXzShX8
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-Gone-Too-Far-guide-issue-1.pdf
www.bloomsbury.com/uk/gone-too-far-9781350261037
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQrZSXzShX8
http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
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Also by In-Sook Chappell: P’yongyang

Additional teaching resources available: 

Pearson Edexcel The Free9 Teaching Guide

National Theatre In Conversation with In-Sook Chappell

The Free9 
In-Sook Chappell
Nine teenagers flee North Korea, dreaming of new lives in the 
South. But the danger is far from over. With threats around 
every corner, perhaps the mysterious figure of Big Brother 
can help them? Or is he the very person they’re running 
from?

As their lives hang in the balance, could the teenagers’ fate 
ultimately come down to a garish South Korean variety show? 
Inspired by a true story, this is the tale of hope, escape and 
cultural difference.

Originally commissioned as a play for the National Theatre 
Connections Festival 2018 and with a cast size of 10 plus an 
ensemble, The Free9 is a perfect contemporary drama for 
young people to study and perform.

ISBN: 9781350258433   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: Cultural Difference, Identity, Immigration, Love, 
Youth
Content Warnings: Drug Use; Swearing
www.bloomsbury.com/free9-9781350258433 

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama

http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-The-Free9-Guide-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-The-Free9-Guide-issue-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJW9NVpYMrM
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-The-Free9-Guide-issue-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJW9NVpYMrM
www.bloomsbury.com/free9-9781350258433


Barber Shop 
Chronicles
Inua Ellams
Newsroom, political platform, local hot spot, confession 
box, preacher-pulpit and football stadium. For generations, 
African men have gathered in barber shops to discuss the 
world. These are places where the banter can be barbed and 
the truth is always telling.

Barber Shop Chronicles, which was partly inspired by 
verbatim recordings, is a heart-warming, hilarious and 
insightful play that leaps from a barber shop in Peckham to 
Johannesburg, Harare, Kampala, Lagos and Accra over the 
course of a single day.

It was first produced by the National Theatre, Fuel and Leeds 
Playhouse in 2017 and is here published as a Methuen Drama 
Student Edition with commentary and notes by Oladipo 
Agboluaje.

ISBN: 9781350200142   Publisher: Methuen Drama  
Themes: Family, Friendship, Masculinity, Relationships,  
Black Culture, Racism
Content Warnings: Swearing
www.bloomsbury.com/barber-shop-chronicles-9781350200142

Also by Bola Agbaje: Belong, Not Black and White, 
Off the Endz

Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour  |  5

Additional teaching resources: 

Play recording and learning guide

Downloadable classroom poster

Set text: OCR AS and A Level English Literature and Language

Setting  
the Scene

Production 
History

Historical 
Context

Themes

The 
Playwright

The Methuen Drama Student Edition of Barber Shop Chronicles includes the play text, a commentary by Oladipo Agboluaje and notes to the play. Order your copy here:  www.bloomsbury.com/barber-shop-chronicles-9781350200142 Setting: 6 fictional barber shops in 5 cities during 2012 UEFA Champions League final. The cities are Johannesburg (South Africa), Harare (Zimbabwe), Kampala (Uganda), Lagos (Nigeria), Accra (Ghana) and London (UK). London is the location returned to most and forms the structural spine of the play.   
Structure: 14 short scenes 

Themes: Black male identity; fatherhood; 
generations; masculinity; sexuality; sport; language; African diaspora; mental health

In a Nutshell
DID YOU KNOW?

The original title of 
the earliest draft of 
this play was Fast 

Cuts and Snapshots 

?

Born in northern 
Nigeria to a 

Muslim father 
and a Christian 

mother 

Ellams’s first play, The 
14th Tale, is produced 

by Fuel and the 
London Word Festival

Ellams is given 
discretionary leave  
to remain in the UK

Ellams becomes 
a Fellow of the 

Royal Society of 
Literature 

Barber Shop 
Chronicles opens 
at the National 
Theatre before 
transferring to 

Leeds Playhouse

Awarded an 
MBE for Services 

to the Arts 
and receives 
an Honorary 

Doctorate from 
the University of 
the Arts, London

Because the family 
are being threatened, 

they migrate to London 
before moving to Dublin

1984 1996 2009 2011 20182017 2023

Inua Ellams:  
A brief timeline

What does it mean to be a Black man of African origin, at this fast and fluid moment in time? How much is he defined by tradition, and what is the price of escaping his past, if that’s even possible? New York Times 

I became a Black man when I arrived in England 

Na de boys wey no get 
electricity for house, they 
come charge their phone, sit 
down, talk . . . five, six hours. 
They know people always 
come to barb so my 
generator will be on. Even 
for dark times, the barber shop na lighthouse, a beacon for the community where men come to be men mehn.” 
Tokunbo, Barber Shop Chronicles, Scene 13 

“Gentrification” was a term coined by sociologist Ruth Glass in the 1960s to describe the phenomenon of wealthier people moving into a less well-off neighbourhood. It is thought to increase property value, but also push poorer people out and change the character of the place. Have you seen examples of gentrification in your neighbourhood? What have been the effects?

• Produced by Fuel, Leeds Playhouse and the National Theatre. It featured 12 actors playing 33 male characters  – all people the playwright had met. 
• The play was in development between 2009 and 2017  and Inua Ellams travelled to Nigeria, Uganda, Ghana, South Africa and Zimbabwe to do research and speak to the individuals we see represented in the play. 
• The play toured the world for almost 2 years solidly, including throughout the US, Australia and the UK. 

Original Production

Why did so many Nigerians move to the UK from the 1980s onwards? 

Nigeria’s petroleum boom of the 1970s collapsed when oil prices plummeted in 1982, causing a lot of socio-economic hardship in the country. Asylum applications peaked in 1995, owing to the effects of the military dictatorship of Sani Abacha.  

Emigration from Nigeria 

Black Masculinity

Barber Shops

CREATIVE CHALLENGE
Imagine you’re the director or the designer of the original production of the play. How might staging it in-the-round affect how you approach it? Can you design a set for the play based on an in-the-round space?  

DID YOU KNOW?
Much of the play is taken 
from verbatim accounts. 
“Verbatim theatre” is a 
form of documentary 
theatre in which the 

words of real people form 
the basis of the script.

?

DID YOU KNOW?
Peckham, where the fictional 
Three Kings barber shop of 
the play is located, is now 

home to the largest overseas 
Nigerian community in 
the UK. As a result, it is 
sometimes nicknamed  

“Little Lagos”. 

?
DID YOU KNOW?

Over 500 languages are 
spoken in Nigeria today. The 3 

main ones are Hausa, Igbo and 
Yorùbá. Africa is home to one-
third of the world’s languages. 
How many different languages 
are you aware of being spoken 
in the play? Are there any that 

you can speak? 

?

DID YOU KNOW?
According to the mental health charity Mind, Black men are more likely to experience symptoms of psychosis than other ethnic groups. Despite higher prevalence, Black adults have the lowest mental health treatment rate of any ethnic group.  • Read more and get suggested resources from Mind at www.mind.org.uk

?

I’m still an African man. I’m not a Black British man. 
Inua Ellams

WHAT IS PIDGIN?
“Pidgin” is a language created between groups who don’t otherwise share a common language in order to communicate with each other. In this play, the pidgin used mostly is Nigerian Pidgin English.

DID YOU KNOW?
In the Middle Ages, barbers (or “barber 
surgeons”) also served as priests since people believed that evil could be removed from someone by cutting their hair. If 

they weren’t engaged in hair-cutting or religious responsibilities, they may also have been doing a medical procedure, such as removing teeth, mending broken bones  or bloodletting! This is why many barbers have a red, white and blue pole outside  
their shop with the colours and  
swirl-design being thought to  

represent bandages, blood  
and veins! 

?

Centre image: Barber Shop Chronicles, 
National Theatre 2017 © Photo by  Marc Brenner. Available on Drama Online.

Watch this interview between Iman Amrani and Inua Ellams. 
What experiences and ideas has Ellams drawn from in this play? 

 WATCH INUA ELLAMS’S TEDXBRIXTON TALK, “REDEFINING BLACK MASCULINITY” HERE   

 YOU CAN WATCH 
SOME BEHIND-THE-
SCENES FOOTAGE HERE

Listen to this National 
Theatre podcast episode on 
masculinity, where Ellams is 
one of three participants. 
What ideas of masculinity 
and identity are explored in 
this podcast?

Barber Shop Chronicles

Barber Shop Chronicles, National Theatre 2017.

© Photo by Marc Brenner

Available in National Theatre Collection 2  

on Drama Online.

www.bloomsbury.com/barber-shop-chronicles-9781350200142
www.bloomsbury.com/uk/gone-too-far-9781350261037
http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/video?docid=do-9781350932890&tocid=do-9781350932890_6263820507001
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/0nlnfy1d/barber-shop-chronicles-poster_digital.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/0nlnfy1d/barber-shop-chronicles-poster_digital.pdf
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A Doll’s House 
Henrik Ibsen
Adapted by Tanika Gupta

Niru is a young Bengali woman married to an English 
colonial bureaucrat – Tom.

Tom loves Niru, exoticising her as a frivolous plaything to 
be admired and kept; but Niru has a long-kept secret, and 
just as she thinks she is almost free of it, it threatens to 
bring her life crashing down around her.

Tanika Gupta re-imagines Ibsen’s classic play of gender 
politics through the lens of British colonialism, offering a 
bold, female perspective exploring themes of ownership 
and race.

ISBN: 9781350261075   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: History, Colonialism, Women, Politics, Race
www.bloomsbury.com/dolls-house-9781350261075

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama and WJEC A Level Drama and Theatre

Additional teaching resource: 

Representation in Drama (RiD) 
Interview with Tanika Gupta

Additional teaching resource: 

Pearson Edexcel Teaching Guide

F  

Prescribed Text Guide 
 
A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen 
(adapted by Tanika Gupta) 
 
Issue 1 

GCSE (9–1) 
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http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
www.bloomsbury.com/dolls-house-9781350261075
https://youtu.be/tpNSWAq-XDk
https://youtu.be/tpNSWAq-XDk
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/mbxhh5da/the-empress-tanika-gupta-poster_digital.pdf
https://youtu.be/tpNSWAq-XDk
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/mbxhh5da/the-empress-tanika-gupta-poster_digital.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Drama/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-Drama-A%20Dolls%20House-text-guide-issue-1.pdf


The Empress 
Tanika Gupta
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee, 1887.

At East London’s Tilbury Docks, Rani Das and Abdul Karim 
step ashore after the long voyage from India. One has to 
battle a society who deems her a second-class citizen; the 
other forges an astonishing entanglement with the ageing 
Queen Victoria who finds herself enchanted by stories of an 
India over which she rules, but has never seen.

Through narrative, music and song, The Empress blends 
the true story of Queen Victoria’s controversial relationship 
with her Indian servant and ‘Munshi’ (teacher), Abdul 
Karim, with the experiences of Indian ayahs who came to 
Britain during the 19th century. With private romance being 
mapped onto world history, the action cuts between the ship 
and different royal residences, offering bright contrasts as 
well as surprising affinities. In doing so, the play uncovers 
remarkable unknown stories of 19th-century Britain and 
charts the growth of Indian nationalism and the romantic 
proclivities of one of Britain’s most surprising monarchs.

ISBN: 9781350190573   Publisher: Methuen Drama  
Themes: History, Immigration, Race, Society, Women, Politics
Content Warnings: Swearing; Sexual References
www.bloomsbury.com/empress-9781350190573

Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour  |  7

The Empress, which premiered at 
Stratford-upon-Avon’s RSC in 2013 returns 
to the RSC in Stratford and the Lyric 
Hammersmith Theatre in London in 2023.

To book tickets, visit:  
www.rsc.org.uk/the-empress 

Additional teaching resources: 

In Conversation with Tanika Gupta

Downloadable classroom poster

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Literature and AQA GCSE Drama

www.bloomsbury.com/empress-9781350190573
http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uacQwKlmZk
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/mbxhh5da/the-empress-tanika-gupta-poster_digital.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/mbxhh5da/the-empress-tanika-gupta-poster_digital.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uacQwKlmZk
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The Convert 
Danai Gurira
It’s 1896 in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and Jekesai, 
a young Shona girl, escapes a forced arranged marriage by 
converting to Christianity and becoming a protégé to an 
African Evangelical. 

As anti-colonial sentiments spread throughout the native 
population, Jekesai is forced to choose between her family’s 
traditions and her newfound faith.

ISBN: 9781350340879   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: Religion, Women, Family, Race
www.bloomsbury.com/convert-9781350340879

Set text: AQA A Level Drama and Theatre

http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://www.bloomsbury.com/convert-9781350366275/


Elmina’s Kitchen 
Kwame Kwei-Armah
Deli is trying to revive the fortunes of his mother’s restaurant 
in Murder Mile, Hackney. But where does his son disappear 
to on the night of the re-opening? And why does his friend 
Digger offer him protection? Elmina’s Kitchen is a thrilling, 
engaging portrait of a one-parent family struggling to 
stay within the law while the Yardies are carving up the 
neighbourhood.

Elmina’s Kitchen premiered at the Royal National Theatre, 
London, in May 2003 and was nominated for a Laurence 
Olivier Award for Best New Play 2003.

ISBN: 9780413773630   Publisher: Methuen Drama  
Themes: Relationships, Family, Race, Knife Crime, Racism
Content Warnings: Swearing; Racist Language; Violence
www.bloomsbury.com/elminas-kitchen-9780413773630

Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour  |  9

Set text: Pearson Edexcel AS and A Level English Literature and Language 

www.bloomsbury.com/elminas-kitchen-9780413773630
http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour


10  |  Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour

Refugee Boy 
Benjamin Zephaniah, adapted for the stage 
by Lemn Sissay

As a violent civil war rages back home, teenager Alem 
and his father are in a B&B in Berkshire. It’s his best 
holiday ever. The next morning his father is gone and 
has left a note explaining that he and his mother want to 
protect Alem from the war.

This strange grey country of England is now his home. 
On his own, and in the hands of the social services 
and the Refugee Council, he lives from letter to letter, 
waiting to hear something from his father. Then 
Alem meets car-obsessed Mustapha, the lovely ‘out 
of your league’ Ruth and dangerous Sweeney – three 
unexpected allies who spur him on as Alem fights to be 
seen as more than just the Refugee Boy.

Refugee Boy is an urgent story of a courageous African 
boy sent to England to escape the violent civil war, a 
story about arriving, belonging and finding ‘home’.

The play was first published in 2001 and premiered at 
the West Yorkshire Playhouse (now Leeds Playhouse) in 
March 2013.

ISBN: 9781350171916   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: Immigration; Identity, Belonging; War, Youth
Content Warnings: Swearing; Violence
www.bloomsbury.com/refugee-boy-9781350171916

Refugee Boy. Fisayo Akinade (Alem Kelo),  

Dwayne Scantlebury (Mustapha) & Rachel Caffrey (Ruth).

© Photo by Keith Pattison

Additional teacher resources: 

•  In Conversation with Benjamin Zephaniah 

•  Pearson Edexcel Refugee Boy teaching resources

GCSE Drama 
Refugee Boy

Benjamin Zephaniah

by

Lemn Sissay

Adapted for stage by

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE English Literature and Eduqas GCSE Drama

http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
www.bloomsbury.com/refugee-boy-9781350171916
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTNdeFokUJg
https://resource.download.wjec.co.uk/vtc/2021-22/wjec21-22_1-2/batch-b-pdf/refugee-boy.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTNdeFokUJg
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Literature/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/B0442_DT_RefugeeBoy_support.pdf


The Great Wave 
Francis Turnly
On a Japanese beach, teenage sisters Hanako and Reiko are 
caught up in a storm. Reiko survives while Hanako is lost to 
the sea. Their mother, however, can’t shake the feeling her 
missing daughter is still alive, and soon their family tragedy 
takes on a global, political dimension.

The play was first published in 2018 and premiered at 
National Theatre as Tricycle Theatre’s first co-production in 
the same year.

ISBN: 9781350076266   Publisher: Methuen Drama  
Themes: History, Cultural Difference, National identity, Power, 
War, Women
Content Warnings: Swearing
www.bloomsbury.com/great-wave-9781350076259

Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour  |  11

Set text: AQA GCSE Drama

Additional teacher resources: 

• Discussion Guide: Japan in Asia

• Discussion Guide: How Korea Became  
a Divided Nation

•  Discussion Guide: Missing People

Additional teaching resources: 

The Great Wave A2 poster

Setting  
the Scene

Production 
History

Genre and 
Themes

Historical 
Context

Playwright

Francis Turnly:  
A brief timeline

Turnly is born 
in Ballycastle 
and grows up 
in Carnlough, 

County Antrim, 
Northern Ireland  

His play 
Harajuku Girls 
premieres at 

the Finborough 
Theatre and is 

published

The first draft 
of The Great 

Wave receives 
the Catherine 
Johnson Best 

Play Award 
under a 

different title

The Great Wave 
premieres at the National 
Theatre and Turnly is 
shortlisted for the Charles 
Wintour Most Promising 
Playwright Award

The Great Wave 
receives its US 

premiere at 
the Berkeley 

Repertory 
Theatre, USA

His first play, 
Breathing, 

premieres at 
the Courtyard 

Theatre, London 

1974 2000 2015 2016 20192018

The Methuen Drama Student Edition of The Great Wave  

includes the play text, a commentary by Kevin J. Wetmore, Jr 

and notes to the play. Order your copy here:   

www.bloomsbury.com/great-wave-9781350402379 

Francis Turnly’s The Great Wave 

Setting: moves between west coast  
of Japan and North Korea

Structure: spans the years  
1979 to 2003 – a period of 24 years

Themes: identity, transformation, nationality, 

families, political limitations, grief 

In a nutshell The Great Wave off Kanagawa print 
by Katsushika Hokusai, which depicts 

oshiokuri-bune (fast cargo boats for 
the delivery of fish) navigating large, 

rough waves with a snow-capped 
Mount Fuji in the distance.

I’m a Japanese 
Ulsterman. 

Francis Turnly

The Great Wave received its world premiere on the Dorfman 

stage of the National Theatre, in a co-production with the 

Tricycle (now Kiln) Theatre on 19 March 2018. The production 

was directed by Indhu Rubasingham with set and costume 

designed by Tom Piper. 

The production faced the challenge 
of very few Japanese and no 
North Korean actors available in 
London at the time, resulting in a 
more expansive East Asian cast. 
This included actors of Chinese, 
Malaysian and Vietnamese descent, 
in addition to two Japanese actors. 

Original production

DID YOU KNOW?

Francis Turnly was  
the first playwright 

of East Asian descent 
to have a play at the 

National Theatre. 

?

Identity

I come from Japan. I’m Japanese. My 
name is Hanako … I haven’t said that name 
out loud for a long time now. She was my 
old life. They gave me a new name but 
deep down I’ve always been Hanako. 

Hanako, The Great Wave 

“Lights rise on the Sea of  
Japan, which is a constant 
presence throughout the course 
of the play.” Stage direction,  
Part One of The Great Wave. 

What significance and symbolism 
does the sea have in the play? 
How many different things does 
it seem to represent? 

Based on true accounts

Japan and Korea  
– a brief history 

The play is based on the true accounts of Japanese citizens abducted 

by the North Korean regime under leader Kim Il-Sung in the 1970s and 

80s. Some analysts believe the true number of people abducted could 

be more than 100. The play most closely echoes the case of Megumi 

Yokota, a Japanese schoolgirl, who was just 13 when she went missing. 

Why were people taken?
Japanese citizens were abducted by North Korean 

military in order to brainwash them and train them to 

spy on the state’s behalf. When not successful, they 

were expected instead to train North Korean spies in 

Japanese language, behaviour and customs so that 

they could spy, unsuspected, within Japan, South 

Korea and other neighbouring countries. 

North Korea today

• Since 2011, North Korea has been ruled 

by Kim Jong Un. He took over from his 

father Kim Jong-Il who had come to 
power in 1994 following the death of his 

father, Kim Il-Sung.

• The system is a one-party totalitarian 

state run by one family, while 
South Korea had a series of military 
dictatorships until it achieved democracy 

in 1987. Today, the two states are divided 

by a demilitarized zone (DMZ). 

• North Korea’s allies are Russia,  
China, Cuba, Pakistan, Bulgaria,  
Benin, Malaysia and Madagascar.

• It has a nuclear weapons programme, 

which contributes to tension with 
neighbouring Japan and South Korea, as 

well as the rest of the world. The North 

Korea Crisis of 2017-18 came about when 

North Korea began a series of tests of  

their nuclear missiles and it was during  

this time that The Great Wave premiered.

This country has made many 
mistakes. It’s unfortunate that you were 
one of them. Sometimes your students 
bring back Japanese newspapers. Items. 
News from across the sea. A name 
appears in their papers more and more. 
Magazines. Television programmes, I’m 
told. This name has become a symbol. 
This name is also dangerous. The Dear 
Leader is under a lot of pressure. If he 
lets you go then we face the risk of you 
telling them everything. 
Official in The Great Wave

DID YOU KNOW?

In 2000, North Korea’s 
government decided to 
seal its borders and its 
citizens are now strictly 
forbidden from talking 
to anyone outside of 

the country. 

?

Maybe there is a Japanese student,  
a Korean student, a Chinese student, or 
someone who will read this play or see a 
production and see themselves. 

Francis Turnly

Francis Turnly’s artistic influences 
include Japanese novelist Haruki 
Murakami and film director Hayao 
Miyazaki. Have you read or seen any 

of their work? If so, can you spot any 

similarities with The Great Wave? 

CREATIVE CHALLENGE

Imagine you are an actor and you 
have been cast as Reiko, who ages 
from 18 years old to 42 during the 
course of the play. How might you 

represent growing older in the  
way you perform the part?  

How might the make-up and 
costume designers help you  

in this journey?

Japan  
annexes Korea 

(the Korean 
Peninsula) and 
holds colonial 

rule over it 
through to 

World War II. 

World War II and 
Japan forces Korean 
men to fight or work 

and hundreds of 
thousands of Korean 
girls and women to 

be so-called “comfort 
women” – ie. military 
sex slaves. Many of 
the survivors are still 
seeking justice today. 

End of World War 
II and Japan’s 

surrender ends its 35-
year rule over Korea. 
Korea is then divided 
in two – supposedly 
temporarily – with 

two separate 
governments. 

Both governments 
consider themselves 
to be the legitimate 

government of Korea.

Korean War between 
North and South 

Korea when North 
Korea invades 

South Korea with 
the intention of 
conquering and 

unifying it under their 
communist regime. 

The Korean War 
ends with millions 

of casualties and no 
change in the border. 

1910 1939-1945 1945 1950-53

Read more: Missing People –  
Wider Reading for The Great Wave

Read more: Japan in Asia –  
Wider Reading for The Great Wave

Read more: How Korea Became a Divided 

Nation – Wider Reading for The Great Wave

CREATIVE CHALLENGE

If you were a designer 
working on this play, how 

might you use lighting, 
aural and visual effects to 
depict the storm’s arrival 

and departure? 

Photo by Mark Douet

Photo by Mark Douet

All my plays are about identity. I’ve often 
written about someone becoming someone 
else, someone turning into something else. 

Francis Turnly Q. What other plays or books have 
you come across that could be said 
to engage with this theme? 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/great-wave-9781350076259/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/5qfa5eys/how-korea-became-a-divided-nation-an-article-from-the-national-theatres-programme-for-the-production-of-the-great-wave-in-2018.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/5qfa5eys/how-korea-became-a-divided-nation-an-article-from-the-national-theatres-programme-for-the-production-of-the-great-wave-in-2018.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/5qfa5eys/how-korea-became-a-divided-nation-an-article-from-the-national-theatres-programme-for-the-production-of-the-great-wave-in-2018.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/dmogog5t/missing-people-an-article-from-the-national-theatres-programme-for-the-production-of-the-great-wave-in-2018.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/5rnhstem/great-wave-poster_final.pdf
https://www.bloomsbury.com/media/5rnhstem/great-wave-poster_final.pdf


12  |  Visit bloomsbury.com/LitinColour

Antigone
Sophocles 

Adapted by Roy Williams
When Creon refuses to bury the body of Antigone’s unruly 
brother, Antigone’s anger quickly turns to defiance. Creon 
condemns her to a torturous death: she’s to be buried alive.

Acclaimed playwright Roy Williams takes Sophocles’ play and, 
by placing it into a contemporary setting, brings this classic 
tale vividly to life.

A timeless story about loyalty and truth, about how we make 
meaning out of life and death, and what in the end really 
does matter.

Roy Williams’s adaptation of Antigone received its world 
premiere at Derby Theatre, in a co-production between Pilot 
Theatre, Derby Theatre and Theatre Royal, Stratford East, 
before going on a national tour. 

ISBN: 9781350260849   Publisher: Methuen Drama   
Themes: History, Classics, Family, Race
www.bloomsbury.com/antigone-9781350260849

Set text: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama

http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour
https://www.bloomsbury.com/antigone-9781350260849/
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Plays written by writers of colour for  
11-18 year-olds to study and perform

The (Incomplete)  
Lit in Colour Play List

Download your copy and start your Lit in Colour 
journey today at Bloomsbury.com/LitinColour

Can you recommend a play by a writer of colour?  Yes, we can
This was a question asked by a teacher at a webinar looking for plays written by 
writers of colour that are suitable to teach in the classroom. It became the start of 
Bloomsbury’s Partnership in the Lit in Colour campaign - placing the spotlight on 
plays and drama, and supporting schools to make the teaching and learning of 
English Literature and Drama more inclusive.

Bloomsbury’s first (Incomplete) Lit in Colour Play List features an initial 57 plays 
written by playwrights of colour from the Methuen Drama portfolio and fellow play 
publishers, for students to discover, study and perform in the classroom.  

With an overview of each play’s plot and themes as well as links to additional  
teaching resources, this Play List is the perfect resource for teachers looking to 
introduce more diverse plays into their classrooms. 

Winner of 
Outstanding 
Drama Initiative 
2024

http://www.bloomsbury.com/LitInColour

